
Pilot on deregulated pricing of  

dental care in the Netherlands 

 
Reasons for the pilot and why it was stopped 

 



The Minister of 

Health followed 

advice given in 

2009 by the NZA 

(Dutch Healthcare 

Authority) and 

began a 

deregulated prices 

pilot w.e.f. 1 

January 2012. The 

duration of the pilot 

was three years.  



Conditions 

• More transparency 

• Information on prices, quality and performance on 

the practice website 

• Who’s who in the waiting room 

• More opportunity for innovation 

• Maintaining accessibility of practices 

• Any price increase was no problem if these 

conditions were met 



More choice for the 

patient  

More transparency 

In the first half of 2012, the profession 

achieved a fantastic result  

Improved accessibility 

of practices 



Achieved: 
40,000 unique visitors 

to allesoverhetgebit.nl 

per month 



Achieved: 
More practice 

information for patients 
 



Achieved: 
Increasing accessibility 



The NMT made every effort to 

promote this positive picture 



But spending cuts dominated the news at that 

time...  





Picture: substantial price increase while 

the country is tightening its belt 



Majority of PVDA, 

GL, SP and PVV 

want to stop... 





2011 prices + 

indexation 

Return to maximum 

prices for dental care 

Cost analysis 

Prospects for 2013 



Questions 


